THE RUSSIAN AMERICAN DUAL-DIPLOMA PROGRAM

       In the contemporary era of globalization, it is becoming increasingly difficult for recent graduates entering the job market to find a rewarding well-paid position The new global job market requires not only a professional degree, but also practical knowledge and experience in foreign languages and cultures. Those applicants possessing these skills have an inherent advantage over those who lack such global and multicultural qualifications. Unfortunately, the cost of earning such international credentials are beyond the financial reach of many Russian students, as educational and living expenses in North America, Australia and Europe are many times greater than in the Russian Federation.

       The Russian-American Department

       RAD was created in 1998 as a department of the School of International Business (FMB) at Omsk State University to give FMB students the opportunity to earn an affordable American Bachelors Degree in Business. RAD was reorganized in March 2005 and currently includes American degree programs in Business at both the Associates and Bachelors levels.

       RAD's Director is Yuri Petrovich Dus (Ph.D. Economics), dean of the School of International Business (FMB) at Omsk State University. The American manager of all RAD programs is Brandt Westberg, who also teaches several RAD courses, including Business English, American History and Western Civilization. Additional foreign instructors at RAD include Anne Marie Anthony (USA), who teaches Business English and College Writing, as well as Noel Lockley (UK), instructor of Business English and Business Ethics.

       The Russian-American Department is dedicated to:

       assisting students in earning a quality internationally-recognized American business education at the lowest possible cost,

       helping students achieve their educational and professional goals,

       enhancing our students' ability to compete in the Russian and international labor markets,

       improving the English-language ability and qualifications of our students,

       providing all necessary advice and support to participants in order to ensure their successful completion of the Program.

       RAD Partner Institutions The RAD offers students of Omsk State University the opportunity to earn an American Associates Degree in Business from Broome Community College (BCC) or an American Bachelors Degree in Business Administration, Advertising or Marketing from Empire State College (ESC). Both BCC and ESC are members of the State University of New York system, the largest public higher education system in the United States, with more than 400,000 students enrolled in 64 colleges and universities throughout the state of New York.

       BCC was founded in 1946, and is a member institution of the SUNY system, the largest public university system in the United States. BCC is a comprehensive community college supervised by SUNY, sponsored by the County of Broome, and governed by a Board of Trustees. The College is a member of Middle States Association of College and Schools. In addition, its curriculums are registered by New York State Education Department and accredited, where appropriate, by specific career accrediting associations. About 6,000 students are currently enrolled at BCC.

       The College offers programs designed to prepare graduates for immediate employment (Associate in Applied Science degrees), and for transfer to four-year colleges and universities (Associate in Science degrees). The College also sponsors a variety of certificate programs, and short-term training programs.

       In addition, BCC has a long history and strong commitment to international education, as international students have been attending BCC for over 25 years. BCC welcomes international students to its campus and has years of experience in helping them meet their educational and career goals. About 100 international students from nearly 30 different countries currently attend the College.

       The BCC campus is located in the city of Binghamton, New York. Binghamton is located in south-central New York State, about 300 kilometers from both New York City and Philadelphia.

       Founded in 1971, Empire State College, State University of New York, is one of the university's 13 colleges of arts and sciences, accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. ESC is uniquely designed to serve adults pursuing associate, bachelor's and master's degrees. The college offers affordable, SUNY degrees onsite at 35 locations in New York state and abroad, as well as entirely online.

       In recent SUNY student surveys, Empire State College consistently ranks #1 in student satisfaction. Our online degree programs are industry leaders with more than 300 courses available ESC's 57,000 graduates are proud that their degrees are current, relevant and marketable, often leading to promotions, new employment or master's degree studies.

       How does the RAD Dual-Diploma Program Work?

       Students entering the Russian-American Dual-Diploma Program begin their studies with BCC The BCC Associate Degree has two primary applications. First, students with an Associate Degree have demonstrated a fundamental knowledge of their chosen field (Business Administration, Business Management or Marketing), and can directly enter the job market. Second, the Associate Degree in Science allows students to transfer their degrees to a four-year college or university, such as Empire State College, toward a Bachelors Degree. Students who have earned an Associate Degree may enter four-year colleges or universities with third-year status. Due to the fact that the cost of education at a college offering an Associates Degree is significantly lower than at a four-year university, many American students choose to begin their educations at a community college.

       Students participating in the Russian-American Dual Diploma Program earn their BCC Associates Degree through a combination of credit transfer, RAD Special Courses, and BCC distance learning courses. Many of the classes students complete here at OmGU are accepted by BCC through our credit-transfer agreement. Transferable classes include courses tike algebra, statistics, microeconomics, macroeconomics, marketing, management, philosophy, and psychology. RAD Special Courses are designed to help our students meet BCC's degree requirements, by offering courses that are not part of the regular curriculum at Russian universities RAD Special Courses include the History of the United States, the Rise of the West, and College Writing I. These courses are taught by American or British instructors, as English with the language of instruction. Finally, students must complete five distance-learning courses with BCC - these courses can include Business Law I, Principles of Management, Marketing, Organizational Behavior, Human Resource Management, Business Finance or International Business Environments. 

       Upon completion of the BCC Associate Degree, students have the option of upgrading their qualifications with a Bachelor's Degree with Empire State College either through ESC's Center for Distance Learning or a one-year study abroad at the University of New York in Prague (UNYP) or New York College in Athens, Greece (NYC). ESC offers degree programs in Business Administration, Marketing and Advertising.

       Thus far, all of our students have chosen to pursue their ESC Bachelor's Degree at the University of New York in Prague. Since 1998, UNYP has offered the best in English-language higher education in Central Europe, with a focus on business, communications, international relations, literature, and psychology.

       UNYP offers accredited Bachelor's and Master's degree programs in English as an officially recognized higher education institution in the Czech Republic, and in partnership with prestigious international universities in the United States and Europe.

       RAD History

       Currently more than 70 students, attending several universities or institutes in Omsk, are participating in the Russian-American Dual-Diploma Program. As of June 2008, 18 RAD students have received their Empire State College Bachelor's Degrees in Business Administration. In addition, 7 more students are scheduled to begin their studies with ESC at the University of New York in Prague on September 29, 2008. 
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