"SHELBY BUSINESS LEADERS SHARE SECRETS OF SUCCESS WITH RUSSIAN AU STUDENT"

       She is just like any college student. She likes rock and some rap music, wears hip huggers and loves to have fun. She has long blonde hair and a dazzling smile.

       When she speaks, however, there is a distinct accent to her voice that alerts the listener to the fact she is not just another college student, and she shows a maturity that seems far beyond her young age.

       Anna Timofeeva is a student for one year at Ashland University. On Friday, the 19 year resident of Omsk, Siberia in Russia visited Diversified Assembly on Tucker Avenue and Cooper Enterprises at the Central Ohio Industrial Park as part of her year long study of economics, business and management.

       Timofeeva was accompanied by Jim Stoner, director and business advisor of the small Business Development Centers of Ohio. The group serves n eight county area, including Richland. With them was Dr. Balbir B. Bhasin, PhD, an assistant professor of International Business at Ashland University.

       Sponsored by the program Freedom Support Act, Timofeeva is taking a close look at business management and marketing in this country. When she is done with her internship, she will return to her native country to see and share the information she has gleaned from local and area businesses. This information will hopefully help her to make a difference in her local economy.

       For one year, she is studying at Ashland University. Yet her curriculum will not just be in the classroom. Timofeeva will be using the culture around her to mold her future in business when she returns to Russia.

       "I'm here for the experience and to see the country," she said while at Diversified Assemblies. "There were 1600 college students who apply in Russia for the chance. Only 50 are selected."

       Compared to her hometown in Siberia, Shelby and Ashland are relatively small in comparison. "I'm from a big city," she said. "I was surprised to see such a small town."

       For the past two and a half month, she has been living in a dorm with a roommate. Timofeeva said she has found everyone to be very friendly as they all treat her like any other student. She is taking four classes this semester and intends to take five or six during the next period.

       Along with studies, community service is part of the Freedom Support At program. It is the studies, however, that are the main point behind the program that sees students come to America.

       When she returns, Timofeeva said she is anxious to use what she is learning while in the United States from businesses such as Cooper Enterprises and Diversified Assemblies.

       "I want to get a job in marketing and establish my own business," Timofeeva explained. "First I want to work in marketing and look into marketing research. I'm so interested in this. It's great talking with them and learning from them."

       Leaving her family for one year, and being an only child, may have been tough at first but Timofeeva said she has been raised to be an independent person by loving parents, pointing out she has already traveled to a number of countries including England and Egypt.

       "We talk every week," she said of her parents. "They miss me. I miss my family."

       Timofeeva has brought some Russian currency, souvenirs, pictures and maps from her homeland. It is, however, the experience of attending college in America that is an added bonus. Timofeeva said she went to her first Halloween Party recently, something Russians do not celebrate.

       "It' so different," she said of the celebration. "We went in costume. I was a lamb. It was great."

       The last decade in the former Union of Soviet Socialists republic has been one og change as the former Soviet Union broke apart. Timofeeva said she has seen changes in her homeland. "There used to be long lines to the shops," she said. "We would stand two to three hours in line to get into the shop."

       No, the lines are gone as free enterprise finds its niche in the Siberian lifestyle. Her trip to the United States is especially significant, not only to the present but to her future, as well. Economic growth in Russia has improved but slowly.

       She may only be 19 but Timofeeva is trying to find a way to make her homeland better by making it more profitable both in the types of businesses offered and in their economic impact on Siberia.

       "I think this is for the future," she said. "Education is so different here. It gives the chance to see the world." 
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